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"Thanks to all the WSMR Fire Department personnel for Keeping White Sands Missile 

Range Safe" 

 

October is Fire Prevention Month, thank a firefighter when 

you see them for the job they do for us.  
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Once again, Halloween is upon us and should be an enjoyable experience for all.  

 

Those who desire to have trick-or-treater’s at their home should turn on their front porch light . Adults or responsible 

teenagers should accompany all children under the age of 12. Parents should discuss safety rules with children before depar-

ture. Parents of trick-or-treating kids can get so caught up in the fun themselves that they might forget some simple safety 

ideas that could save everyone some trouble. Having a fun and safe Halloween will make it all worthwhile.  

 

Here are some very important safety tips to ensure 

a spook-tacular evening; 

 Walk, slither and sneak on sidewalks and not streets. 

 Use all of your eyes to look both ways before crossing streets. 

 Carry a flashlight to light your way and keep the ghost and ghouls away. 

 Wear light colored or reflective clothing. 

 The best bet is to make sure that an adult is going with them. If you can't take 

them, see if another parent   or a teen aged sibling can go along. 

 Know what other activities a child may be attending, such as parties, school or mall functions. 

 Make sure you set a time that they should be home by. Make sure they know how important it is for them to be home on time. 

 Explain to children the difference between tricks and vandalism. Throwing eggs at a house may seem like fun but they need to 

know the other side of the coin as well, clean up and damages can ruin Halloween. If they are caught vandalizing, make them clean up 

the mess they've made. 

 Explain to your kids that animal cruelty is not acceptable. Kids may know this on their own but peer pressure can be a bad thing. 

Make sure that they know that harming animals is not only morally wrong but punishable by law and will not be tolerated. 

 Be cautious of animals and children. 

 Use face paint instead of masks that may obstruct vision. 

 Accept your treats at the door and never go into a stranger’s home. 

 Keep away from open flames, even the spookiest costumes can be very flammable. 

 Do not cross the street between parked cars. 

 Make sure that you stay in a group. Pin a slip of paper with the child's name; address and phone number inside a pocket in case 

the youngster gets separated from the group.  

 Costumes should not be so long that they are a tripping hazard. (Falls are the leading cause of unintentional injuries on Hallow-
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 Costumes should not be so long that they are a tripping hazard. (Falls are the leading cause of unintentional injuries on   

Halloween.)  

 All of the ruckus can irritate your pets so ensure that all your animals are secured. 

 Walk; do not run, from house to house. Do not cross yards and lawns where unseen 

objects or the uneven terrain can present tripping hazards. 

 Give children an early meal before going out.  Ensure that the parents are allowed to inspect all candies before eating (and make 

sure they don’t take all the good stuff!)  

10 - My car doesn’t have an eject-able 

canopy.

9 - Lying in a hospital for months is 

not my idea of a vacation.

8 - Steering wheels don’t make good    

pillows.

7 - I never aspired to be a hood 

ornament.

6 - A wheelchair is not my idea of a      

hot set of wheels.

5 - I always wanted to fly, but not into 

a tree.

4 - Tombstones are not the best way 

to get the last word.

3 - I always hated statistics.  The last      

thing I’d want is to be one.

2 - I faint at the sight of blood, 

especially my own.

1 - My family needs me.
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When we think of safety, we think PPE, accidents, etc.,  Ever stop to think about safety as in our environment? 

 

How about water safety and precautions and no not water skiing or boating, but rather waste water and flushing. 

 

Here is some great information from our Compliance Branch, PW-E: 

 

Ashley Miller 

Water, Wastewater, and Stormwater Program Manager 

Office:  575-678-3802 

IMWE-WSM-PW-E-EC (Bldg 163) 

 

What You Flush or Pour Down the Drain Affects Our Drinking Water Supply 

 

Have you ever wondered where the water goes after you flush the toilet or wash your hands?  All of the          

substances flushed down the toilet, poured down the drain, or otherwise somehow gets into the sewer system is 

treated by various processes to reduce or remove pollutants.  On WSMR, after the wastewater treatment      

processes it is discharged to Davies Tank.  Davies Tank is a small area where the treated water is discharged, and 

then either evaporates or infiltrates down to the groundwater.  Groundwater is the only source of water for 

WSMR, so you can see that it is important that we protect it. 

We can help protect our groundwater by being responsible with what we put down the drain.  Just because you put 

it down the drain at home, does not mean it is okay to do so.  WSMR has specific requirements of non-residential         

wastewater that is allowed down the drain.  We do not allow the following non-residential wastewaters to be input 

into the sewer systems: 

Chemicals (household chemicals, shop chemicals, cleaning chemicals, etc.), Hazardous Waste, Toxic Waste,      

Medicines, Lawn Care Products, Automotive Degreasers, Antifreeze, Paint, and Cleaners – wastewater      

treatment facilities are not designed to treat chemicals.  These chemicals will likely end up at Davies 

tank,   and could enter the groundwater. 

Grease, Oils, Foreign Objects, and Coffee Grounds – These objects can clog sewer pipes and cause the sewer to 

back up and overflow inside buildings.  Excessive amounts of grease and oil disturb the wastewater treatment 

process and      reduce its ability to effectively treat the wastewater.  


