Ge¢in S.T.E.P.
Safety Takes Every Person

SAFE -- Staying Accident-Free Everywhere

Laser Safety

Laser-emitting tools and equipment are common to many work situations. Lasers in
printers, grocery store scanners, construction tools, and laser poinfers are generally lower
powered and designed to be safe, but when they are misused or handled improperly, they can
pose a hazard.

Because lasers emit high-intensity, directional light beams that vary in strength, they
are a particular hazard fo the eyes. If a worker looks directly info a laser beam for an ex-
tended period of fime, focused laser light can burn the tissue of the retina and cause a starfle
reflex, flash blindness, permanent vision loss, or complete blindness. Tissue damage and burns
can also occur if body parfs are exposed fo laser light for an extended period.

Workers should keep body parts out of the laser beam and NEVER look directly info a
laser. Even low powered lasers can cause damage if workers stare into them. Lasers should
never be deliberately pointed af another person. Horseplay with lasers is a hazardous game
that could result in vision loss.

The lasers used in prinfers are sealed within profective housings that do not allow the
laser beam to escape. These lasers are designed fo shuf off if the protective housing is
opened. Workers should ensure that the profective housing on laser products is infact and
functional. Only trained and certified laser operators should open the housing and perform
maintenance on lasers. Note that while of fice photocopiers do not use laser technology, they do
use visible and ultraviolet light. It is safest to photocopy with the cover down; if the cover
must be up, the user should avoid looking info the light source.

Grocery and retail store scanners are used fo scan product prices. They can be used
in wands or flatbed configurations, depending on the cash register layout. These scanners use
quickly moving laser lights that sweep back and forth over barcodes. They are designed fo keep
the laser moving and prevent it from focusing on a single spof and causing damage. Additional
safety features include a shut of f mechanism that furns the scanner off after a few seconds
and a short light beam (300 millimeters) that prevents extended eye exposure 1o the laser
beam.

Laser poinfers are higher—powered lasers that focus and pinpoint the laser light for
use in lectures and presentations. For this reason, workers must Take extra precaution to avoid
staring into the laser and never point the laser at another person. Construction tools such as
saws and levels also use this same laser technology: the same safety rules apply. Workers
should ensure that the laser tool they use (be it pointer, saw, or level) is certified for con-
sumer use; some imported lasers may not meet safety standards.

Workers should be familiar with the fype of laser that they use at work. Training and
knowledge of proper laser use and procedures insures a safe workplace.
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Inclement Weather Guidance
In the event of questionable weather, stay tuned to
the designated information source for your commu-
nity. The absence of any announcement regarding
cancellation or delay in reporting times indicates
White Sands Missile Range will be open. If report-fo
-work times change, new times will be announced. If
the station you selected is not making weather-
related announcements, switch to one of the other
stations.

a. On-post residents should watch Channel 20.

b. Employees who work at Holloman Air Force
Base should follow the base commander’s guidance
unless instructed otherwise by their respective or-
ganizations.

c. Employees working af Stallion Range Center
should follow the guidance of their Up range Division
Chief as well as information broadcast by the desig-

nated Socorro radio station.
Continued on page 2..........

Yisif these WEBSITES to find more
information on Safety |

http://www.osha.gov

http://www.dot.state.nm.us/
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CHRISTMAS FACTS
THAT MAY
SURPRISE YOU!

5 In 1836, Alabama was the first state in the United States 1o
legal holiday.

In 1856 Franklin Pierce, the 14th
President to place a Christmas free in the White House.
President Coolidge started the
White House lawn.

Teddy Roosevelt banned the Christmas free from the White House for
| reasons.

The Puritans
festival instead of Christmas.
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“Jingle Bells” was originally written for a Thanksgiving celebration, in 1857.

In North America, there are more than 15,000 Christmas tree growers.

An acre of Christmas trees

2-3 seedlings are planted for every harvested Christmas tree.

century.
g The Christmas abbreviation Xmas,

letter of the Greek word for Christ is chi, which is X.
printing press, “Xmas" was often used, in print, to save time and ink.

Happy Holidays
Safety is Always in 5eason

declare Christmas a
President of the United States, was the first
National Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony on the
environmental
in America fried fo make Thanksgiving Day the most important annual

The biggest selling Christmas song of all time is Bing Crosby's “White Christmas”.
In 1907, Oklahoma became the last State to declare Christmas a legal holiday.

provides for the daily oxygen requirements of 18 people.

Using small candles to light a Christmas tree dates back to the middle of the 17th

is thought to be sacrilegious, but in fact the first
Before the invention of the
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Inclement Weather Guidance.....continued

Cancellations or delays i

ys in the starting ti :

Qv @i . g time of work will be passed t 3 :

misinformation, only the following stations will bz officiatl)lyllorfzwl";c"dclio stations. To reduce con-
ITlea.

Las Cruces

KOBE-AM (1450) El Paso

KVIA-TV (Channel 7)
KTSM-TV (Channel 9)

KHQT-FM (103.1) KROD-AM (600)

KSNM-AM (570) KTSM-FM (99.9)

KKVS-FM (98.7)

KMVR-FM (104.9) KRWG-FM (90.7)

KGRT-FM (103.9) Aamegorde
KRSY-AM (1230) KZZX-FM (105.5)

KINN-AM (1270) KYEE-FM (94.3)

KVLC-FM (101.1)

Socorro

KNXQ-FM (92.9)

KRSY-FM (92.7) KNMZ-FM (103.7)

KOAT-TV (Channel 7)
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DON'T DRINK AND DRIVE! Attending a Holiday Party?....... Designate a Driver
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CHILD SAFETY SEATS: Did you know that in New Mexico if your child is younger than 1 year, they have to be ina
rear-facing infant seat; 1 through 4 years or less than 40 pounds in a child safety seat; 5 through 6 or less than 60
pounds in a booster seat? KEEP YOU CHILD SAFETY THROUGH THE HOLIDAYS.......AND THROUGH EVERY DAY!



