What Makes Up a Common Access Card?

The CAC differs from the standard Teslin Uniformed Services ID card in several ways. The CAC employs smart card and PKI technology. The CAC is made of plastic (polyvinyl chloride (PVC)) and contains an ICC with 32 kilobytes (KB) of memory storage. The standard (code 39) and two-dimensional (PDF417) bar codes contain demographic and card management information. Unlike the bar codes, the magnetic stripe and chip have the capability to update (erase and save) stored information. The magnetic stripe has the ability to store building access or financial information. The chip contains identification, demographic, card management, benefits, digital certificates, and other application-specific data. The digital certificates can be used to verify or authenticate the cardholder via a computer system or network, encrypt information, and sign digital documents, such as electronic mail.

The front of the CAC contains such information as Organization Seal, Branch of Service, Color Photograph, Personnel Category, Name, Rank and Pay Grade, Issue Date, Expiration Date, Card Type, Card Identification Information, Hologram, PDF417 Bar Code which contains DoD Electronic Data Interchange Person Identifier and Social Security Number information, and the ICC. 

A Credit Card-Sized Device That May Hold:

•
Integrated Circuit Chip (ICC)

•
Magnetic Stripe

•
Bar Codes

•
Photo Identification

•
Encryption and Authentication

•
Biometrics
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•
Non-Contact Radio Frequency Transmitter
